
 

  

 
 

 

24 March 2014 
 
 

Ed Wicke’s visit to Maltman’s Green School 
 

 
Ed Wicke arrived in torrential rain to visit Maltman’s on Wednesday, 13th February 2014, to 
bring his unique blend of humour and writing experience to the Senior School through a 
combination of reading from his series of books and practical story writing workshops.  
 
He made an immediate impact upon students and staff alike and laughter echoed throughout 
the gym, as he retold his personal interpretation of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, adopting 
a range of characters and voices and reworking the classic tale.  
 
Battling against the violent February rain driving against the gym windows, Ed then 
orchestrated writing and story workshops, engaging fully with students, keen to follow in the 
steps of a guest speaker with thirteen books currently available in print. He was inspiring in 
the extreme, with a flurry of eager hands raised every time he asked for a contribution, 
providing an experienced hand to the many students keen to improve the quality and style of 
their written work. Interesting adjectives were as common as loud bursts of laughter, as 
stories were created, read out to the audience and polished in turn. 
 
A good time was had by all, not the least being Ed himself. Although several weeks have 
now passed since his visit, positive feedback continues to pour in and the girls’ enthusiasm 
has definitely not waned. I would certainly have no hesitation in recommending him for a 
visit. 
 
 

 
 
Mrs A Wirth 
Head of English 
 
 











 

 
 

Hampshire Author Makes a Difference 
For many years now, Great Binfields Primary School has invited local author Ed 
Wicke in to inspire the children with his exciting story telling and to update the 
children on his latest characters. With developing progress in writing across the 
school high on the agenda working with a ‘real’ author was an opportunity too 
good to miss.  
 
Back in September 2010, we really felt that something was lacking in the writing 
our children were producing – particularly in years 5 and 6. The children seemed 
to have adopted a negative attitude to writing within different genres and 
lacked inspiration. With this, and the whole school’s development points in mind, 
I began to consider ways in which we could really boost children’s enthusiasm.  
 
The school has, over the past 5 years, established a good relationship with local 
author, Ed Wicke (Wicked Tales 1,2,3, Bullies and Akayzia Adams – a sample of 
his works). I invited Ed into school to have a chat with the team and to see what 
he could offer. We soon came up with plans for a writing workshop whereby Ed 
would demonstrate ways in which an author plans and shapes narrative.  
 
The workshop itself took the form of a half-day session whereby Ed shared 
PowerPoints of his work and talked through the process of planning and writing 
Billy Jones: King of the Goblins. The children were fascinated to see that, just 
like them, Ed came up with a plan, knew his characters inside out and formed 
drafts just as they did. What made the session particularly good was that Ed 
gave the children a true insight into his work and was honest with them about 
the struggles authors have when writing. The children had not quite twigged 
that authors drafted their work many times before finalising it and that even 
then, as in the case of Ed’s Nicklus book, they may revise an edition. 
 
After Ed’s visit he sold books and signed them. Children from across the school 
(as young as year 2) stood, eagerly awaiting their meeting with him, raving about 
characters they had already come across in previous stories. In response, year 5 
and 6 drafted adventure stories which they formatted and published 
themselves.  
 
A year on, it has been clear to see how the success of Ed’s visit has continued 
right across the school and has lasted well into the current academic year. 
There has been a marked improvement in children’s response to writing (both 
fiction and non-fiction) and reading. Ed’s books are the most ‘thumbed’ in our 
library and the children have grown to know and love his characters. We are 
looking forward to inviting Ed back in the Autumn and Spring terms to assist us 
in drafting, editing and publishing our own stories. 
 
Vicky Grayson 
Literacy Coordinator, Great Binfields Primary School.  26th September 2011 
If you would like to contact Ed to visit your school he can be contacted at:  
Email: Edddwicke@hotmail.com 

Website: http://www.blacknbluepress.info/edhome.html 
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